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Fifth Sunday of Lent March 13,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cavanaugh, 
Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & 
Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria 
Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Mi-
chael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher Raiola, Josephine Rapp, Tom Warren, 
Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

Were you ever too  willing to 
“cast the first stone”  when 
you disapproved of some-
one’s  behavior? How can 
you resist these feelings?

For Children:
Did you criticize or made  fun 
of someone? What  could help 
you act differently?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Religious Ed
 Pound A Week 
  Clothing collection
This Week
 Lent Penance Service, Mon., 7 pm
 Women’s Guild, Tuesday, 1 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Wed., 7 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Thurs.,9 am
 Film on Friday, Fri. noon
 Stations of the Cross, Fri., 7 pm
 St. Patrick Day Party, 6 pm

Next Sunday
 Religious Ed.
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Caregiver Conference
An event with three workshops:
*Food Choices for Healthy Bodies, 

Minds and Finances
*Tips for Financial Caregiving*
*Are You Legally Prepared?   

Sat. April 2, 8:30am-1pm, St. John Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church, 60 N. Jefferson 
Rd., Whippany.

Womens Guild 
The Womens Guild will hold its Meet-

ing on Tuesday at 1 pm. lunch.  All are 
welcome 

Spirituality Convocation
Hope: The Spirit Ventures Forth is the 

theme of this year’s Spirituality Convo-
cation at St. E’s on April 9, 10am- 4pm.  
Info: www.cse.edu/convocation, 973-290-
4337. 

Flowers Envelopes
The envelope com-

pany places dates on these 
envelopes not us. You can 
make a contribution with 
the envelopes at any time 
by placing them in any collection or mak-
ing a donation online.



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Sunday of the Passion

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7
This section of the book of Isaiah contains the 

words of a prophet who addressed God’s people 
exiled in Babylon (located in modern day Iraq). 
He encourages them that one day they will be free 
to return home to Jerusalem. This journey will be 
through the desert, but God will transform this 
barren wasteland to ease their passage home.

Second Reading: Philippians  2:6-11
 In the years following Christ’s death and 
resurrection, Christians began to develop the 
prayers and hymns that would become part of 
their rituals. In today’s passage from the letter 
to the Philippians, Paul appears to be quoting an 
early Christian hymn celebrating the dying and 
rising of Christ.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Isaiah 43:16-21; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11

Encountering God in the Present Moment
Suggested Reflection Questions

• Isaiah shares God’s exhortation to not dwell on the won-
ders God has worked on their behalf in the past, but to 
instead be attentive to the new thing God is doing in their 
present. Try not to dwell on the past. What “new thing” 
is God doing in your life this Lent? This week? Are there 
distractions that make it hard to perceive?

• Paul writes how he is striving to both forget what lies 
in his past and move forward in pursuit of heaven. 
What lies behind you that you need to forget in order 
to forgive yourself? After receiving this Sacrament, let 
it go. The mistakes of your past don’t have to dictate 
your future. Just ask St. Paul and St. Augustine.

• Jesus is presented with a woman caught in the act of 
adultery. While the law gives the crowd the right to 
stone her for her offense, Jesus instructs them that the 
one among them with no sins should throw the first 
stone. After the crowd has dispersed and no stone has 
been hurled, Jesus tells the woman that he does not 
condemn her. He instructs her to go and sin no more. 
Why doesn’t Jesus condemn her? Why does he give her 
a fresh start despite her troubled past? 

Parish on a Journey
 Parish Birthdays in March

 1 Bob Mangino
 4 Matthew Gamerdinger
 10 Sylvia Abbodanzo
 10 Rocky Fornaro
 11 Jean McLaughlin
 11 Audrey Politowicz
 12 Danielle Pearson
 13 Margaret Droz
 15 Jessica Chang
 17 Marlene Ferrence
 17 Frank Miles
 19 Kristin Pakonis
 19 Ashley Windt
 21 Veronica An
 23 Rob Landwehrle
 25 Mary Finlay

 

  27 Manuel Barrett
 27 Pat Bendzin
 27 Dave De Nooyer
 28 Thuy Politowicz
 30 Barbara Brady
 31 Bill Connolly

   28   Joan & John Naudts (36)





Preparing for Easter
Abundant Mercy
God, source of all goodness and mercy,
you restored Israel after their captivity,
and in Jesus, you restored us to life.
You have done great things, O Lord.
You have revived the wasteland of our hearts
and quenched our thirst with living water.
Liberate us from the sins that hold us captive.
May your mercy, Lord, lead us to a deeper love
of you and our neighbors
so that your justice might wash over all 

creation.
Filled with joy,
may we forever praise you for your     

abundant grace
and be a sign of hope for those who despair,
a sign of love for those who hate,
and a sign of generosity for those who are 

cold and selfish.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Penance Service Monday, 7 pm
“I don’t go to confession to feel interesting sensations, 
or to see what advice I’ll get. I go because I should 
submit myself to the power of God. That’s enough for 
me—it gives me joy and peace.         Cardinal Martini

Why Should I go to Confession?
Everyone at one time or another, wants to take stock 

of the way their life is unfolding. Everyone experi-
ences difficulties in their emotional professional and 
weigh heavy on our conscience. Going to confession 
allows us to lay all of that before God, with the help of 
a priest. IT allows us to experience his tenderness and 
forgiveness in our hearts. 

Preparing for confession
This important step demands some real reflection! 

You don’t have to draw up a list of sins, or rigorously 
examine your slightest actions. But you do have to 
sincerely review the essential features of your life 
You can also choose a gospel passage that particularly 
touches you and that you’d like to talk about with the 
priest. 

Going to confession is a profession of faith by put-
ting God at the center of everything and assuring God 
that you’re completely receptive to his ever-creative, 
ever-renewing will. By confessing, you also assure 
God that you know you can do nothing without him.

St. Patrick’s 
   Day Party
        

      This Saturday
     6.00—10.00 pm
Ticket price still $30
kids under 15 Free

Drinks $5
VFW Hall
14 Tabor Rd., Morris Plains.

Reservation envelopes 
                  in vestibule
                or on WeShare 
   Of Course
   We Want
     You
     There!



Lenten Penance 
Service 
This Monday, 7 pm

Heifer Project Almsgiving Opportunity
Heifer International works to end hunger and poverty 

and care for the earth. By giving families a hand-up, not 
just a hand-out, they 
are empowered to 
turn lives of hunger 
into self-reliance and 
hope.

With gifts of live-
stock and training, 
families improve nu-
trition and generate income in sustainable ways. Families 
agree to give one animal offspring to another family in 
need. True Passing on the Gift – a cornerstone of the Heifer 
International mission, an ever-expanding network of hope 
and peace.

Make a donation to purchase animals for needy fami-
lies. You can also donate a share of an animal, begin 
at $10. There are forms in the vestibule. Make checks 
payable to St. Thomas More. We will send one big check 
to Heifer International when Easter arrives, bringing 
resurrection or new life in the form of livestock to many 
poor families around the globe. You can also make your 
contributions electronically at www.stthommore.weshare-
onine.org. 

Rice Bowl - CRS
Hungering to Grow a New Tomorrow

This week’s CRS Rice Bowl country is the 
island nation of Madagascar, where we’re reminded of 
the important role farmers play in caring for God’s cre-
ation. As we prepare our meals throughout the week, let 
us reflect on where our food comes from— and what role 
we can play in caring for our environment. Visit crsrice-
bowl.org for more. 

Bring your Rice Bowl Offering to the liturgy on Holy 
Thursday liturgy or any time after Easter. Please use the 
envelope in the Rice Bowl package. Make checks out to 
the parish or change any change into bills.

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays of Lent, 7 pm

On Good Friday, Newark Archdiocesan 
Immigration Task Force, Pax Christi & 
Wind of the Spirit will sponsor a Way of 

the Cross for Immigrant Justice and For All, 10 am – 1 
pm beginning at the Immigrant Bldg, 970 Broad St., New-
ark and at the Basilica Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.

Holy Week and Easter

Sunday of the Passion 
Palm Sunday): March 20

Chrism Mass: 
Monday, March 21, 7 pm
St. Philip Church, Clifton 

Triduum Schedule
Holy Thursday: March 24
Morning Prayer: 10 am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: March 24, 7 pm

Good Friday: March 25
Morning Prayer: 10 am
Passion of the Lord: 3 pm

Holy Saturday: March 26
Morning Prayer: 10 am 

Easter Vigil: , 7:30 pm
Easter Sunday: March 27, 9 am & 11 am
       (no 7 pm Eucharist)

Four Ways to Build a Relationship  
with Jesus

Scripture clearly says that God wants to have an  
intimate relationship with each of us. Yet it can be 
challenging to feel close to one we can’t always see. 
It may help to remember that Jesus is a living person, 
still accessible and available. “Call to me and I will 
answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things 
which you have not known” (33:3).

Picture him in detail. Imagine his clothing, his face, 
and the color of his hair and eyes. Recall that image 
whenever you talk to him.

Learn his background. Read his biography (the 
Scriptures). Find out about his mother and father, his 
friends, neighbors, how he spent his time on Earth 
and what he does now. Discover his likes, dislikes and 
qualities he looks for in his friends.

Spend time with him. Imagine he is sitting next to 
you. Tell him about yourself. Share your struggles, 
what you hope to accomplish, what makes you happy, 
what saddens you. Ask for Jesus’ help to get through 
your day in a way that is pleasing to God.

Become comfortable with silence. Good friends 
don’t always talk. Sometimes they sit in companion-
able silence just to be together. Using your image of 
Jesus, spend time in silence with him, just for the sake 
of being together.

Feasting ...  then Fasting .... then Easter Feasting again



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

5th Sunday in Lent
Fallen Firefighters, 9 am 
Joseph Murphy 11 am

James Mongey (health) – Tues..
Carol Brandt — Wed.
Marco Liang— Thurs.
Anna Picatello—Sat.

Passion Sunday
Vincent Falcone, 5 pm 
Kathleen Whelan, 11 am
Aldo Caputo 7 pm 

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 5,820
 

Please sign up for electronic giving. 
stthommore.weshareonline.org

New Videos in the Library
While we prepared for the Lenten video 

program, we located a number of good 
biblical videos. Check them out. 

Welcome to our  
Firefighters 

Congratulations to  
Scout Michael Pizzimenti

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

Who, Where Why, How ...
Is the tabernacle the most important thing in a church?
The short answer is, the altar is the most important thing, followed by the ambo.. 
Tabernacle means tent in latin and  recalls the “meeting tent,” which housed the 

ark of the covenant  in the desert and in the temple, embodying the presence of God.. 
Today, the tabernacle houses communion bread consecrated at the liturgy. Reserving 
the eucharist dates back to early church days. A small amount of consecrated bread 
was placed in a container, often shaped like a casket or a dove. It was carried to the 
homes of those unable to attend the community’s eucharist and was the only reason 
for reservation. During the Middle Ages the reception of communion declined and 
eucharist devotion outside of mass grew. A fixed container for the reserved eucharist 
emerged and by the 17th century, the tabernacle became part of the main altar. Today 
the tabernacle should be placed elsewhere, and never on the altar. It’s primary use is still 
for communion to the homebound and secondarily for private devotion. 
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