
 

St. Thomas 
More 

Catholic Parish

Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Mail: P.O. Box 286

Convent Station, NJ 07961
GPS: 4 Convent Rd. 

Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

 

Parish Office Hours
Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm

Other times & days, 
call to see if office 

is open.

www.stmnj.org

MARCH 20, 2016  Passion Sunday

Convent Station, New Jersey  •  973-267-5330  •  www.stmnj.orG



Passion Sunday March 20,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cavanaugh, 
Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & 
Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria 
Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Mi-
chael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher Raiola, Josephine Rapp, Tom Warren, 
Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

When  have you felt that  
you betrayed the confidence 
of another, as Peter did 
when  he denied  Jesus?

For Children:
When have you let someone 
down who  trusted  you? How  
did you feel??

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Religious Ed
 Pound A Week 
This Week
 See Holy Week Calendar
Next Sunday
 No Religious Ed.
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Annual NCAA Beefsteak Benefit
 The K of C invite parishioners to at-
tend their Beefsteak Benefit, featuring 
the NCAA Basketball Finals, on Mon-
day, April 4, at 7:30 pm at Assumption 
School (63 MacCulloch Avenue). $65 
admission fee includes basketball on 
large screen TVs and all the Beefsteak, 
Salad, Fries, Beer, Ice Cream Sundae, 
Coffee, and Tea you can eat. Reserva-
tions:973.285.4799 or mail check to Paul 
Esposito, 15 Homewood Drive, Morris-
town, NJ 07960 by March 30.

People to Pray For
Why are some people’s names included 

and others are not, even if they are sick? 
We respect personal wishes and privacy 
laws, and therefore cannot add names un-
less the person or family member request 
that they be included. In order to keep our 
list updated, please inform us if we should 
remove any names.   
Spirituality Convocation

Hope: The Spirit Ventures Forth is the 
theme of this year’s Spirituality Convo-
cation at St. E’s on April 9, 10am- 4pm.  
Info: www.cse.edu/convocation, 973-290-
4337. 

Job Opportunity
Principal, St. Patrick Elementary 

School, Chatham, NJ
Information and application materials 

can be found at http://www.patdioschools.
org/administrative-openings.  



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

Passion Sunday
Vincent Falcone, 5 pm 
Kathleen Whelan, 11 am
Aldo Caputo 7 pm 

Anselmo Dias – Mon..
Aldo Caputo — Tues.
Walter Wary— Wed.
Anna Picatello—Sat.

Easter Sunday

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 6,065
 Second Collection: $ 1613 

Please sign up for electronic giving. 
stthommore.weshareonline.org

New Videos in the Library
Holy Week and Easter Week are good 

times to learn about the saints who played 
important roles in early Christianity. Check 
out one of the following recent additions to 
our Video Library.

114 A.D. Trials of the Early Church
115 In the Footsteps of St. Peter
116 Full of Grace – Story of Mary the 

Mother of Jesus
117 Paul the Emissary – World Changing 

Saga of Paul
118 Who Cares about the Saints by 

James Martin, SJ
119 Twelve Apostles – Their Lives and 

Achievements
120 Pater and Paul – Key Pillars of Early 

Christianity
121 Paul the Apostle – Christ’s Most 

Prolific Messenger

Partners in Faith Rebate
We recently received a check for  

$11,977 as the third parish sharing dis-
bursement from the diocesan Partners in 
Faith campaign. 

This check is made possible by the ongo-
ing support of your parishioners fulfilling 
their pledges on a timely basis.

We thank those who have pledged and 
continue their pledge support. We continue 
to put this money aside for a future parish 
hall. The total amount received so far is 
$77,007.37

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

Who, Where Why, How ...
Some churches have chapels for the tabernacle, others do not. Why?
In the early church, eucharist was brought home for members who could not come 

to church, or even to be shared during the week at the principal meal in some places.  
Eventually, clergy reserved eucharist, first at home, then in sacristies which were 

more like chapels. Eventually, the eucharist was reserved in a container near the altar—
often hanging in a vessel shaped like a dove. This eventually became known as the tab-
ernacle.  In the 12th and 13th centuries, this tabernacle was located in a special chapel 
to accommodate the developing devotional practice of adoration, most likely due to 
the distance placed between the liturgy and the people as latin was not understood. By 
the 6th century, the tabernacle became connect to the altar. In the reforms initiated by 
Vatican II, the church chose to return to the earlier practice of separating the tabernacle 
from the altar with a preference for the chapel. This was to provide a quiet space and 
accommodate postures of prayer: sitting, kneeling, genuflecting for devotion. 
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PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

DAY OF RESURRECTION

First Reading: Acts 10.34-43
The Apostle Peter was originally skeptical 

about preaching the Gospel to non Jews. But one 
day, the Holy Spirit summoned him to preach to a 
Gentile   the pagan army officer Cornelius and his 
household. Today’s passage is a portion of Peter’s 
sermon, which summarizes the life and ministry 
of Jesus.

Second Reading: Colossians  3.1-4
 The letter to the Colossians depicts Christ as 
the only mediator between God and the world. A 
previous passage of the letter presented baptism 
as the way we are united with Christ. The au-
thor will today remind us of the heights to which 
Christ has raised us, and then call upon us to live 
up to this.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 

Encountering God during Holy Week
Suggested Reflection Questions

• We begin with the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusa-
lem. Palm Sunday is both a day of joyful proclamation of 
Jesus as the Messiah and a day of sorrow at the thought of 
what he has come to Jerusalem to accomplish — death 
on the cross for the salvation of all. This week, do not be 
silent. If others are silent, be like the stones on the road 
to Jerusalem; cry out! Who needs you to cry out with joy 
this week? Who is in the midst of sorrow and injustice 
and needs your voice?

• On Palm Sunday we pray the words that Jesus cries 
out from the cross: “My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?” Perhaps Jesus prays these words 
to remind us that even when we feel forsaken by 
God, God is present. Have you ever felt abandoned 
by God? What does Jesus’ Passion reveal to us about 
God’s presence during our suffering

• What spoke to you from the Passion Narrative accord-
ing to Luke this year? Did you read something you never 
took notice of before? Why did it stick out to you? Did 
something that happened in your life this year impact 
the way you read it? 

Parish on a Journey
 Collection for Holy Land Shrines

The world sees the violence in the Middle East and 
how Christians are being forced to flee this area that is 
so sacred to our faith. Because of this, the annual col-
lection for the Holy Land takes on even greater signifi-
cance on Good Friday.

This collection helps make it possible for Christians 
to remain in the Holy Land, including poor and young 
couples, by building affordable apartments and schools.

It offers medical and social assistance, family coun-
selling, youth centers and employment opportunities. It 
gives them hope at a time when all seems hopeless.

The collection also funds the work of the Francis-
cans entrusted with the care of the Holy Land sites. 
This is a great blessing to Christians who live there 
and for countless pilgrims who visit. Last year, capital 
repairs and improvements were made to sacred sites 
in Jerusalem, Nazareth and Mount Tabor thanks to our 
participation in the Holy Land collection. 
This is an important way for us Catholics to support 

that place where our faith was born. I ask you to be as 
generous as possible when the Collection for the Holy 
Land is taken up this Good Friday.

Faithfully yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Arthur Serratelli

Bishop of Paterson





On the evening of Holy Thursday, 
Lent comes to an end. We enter into the “Three 
Days” that are the center of our Liturgical Year

Come Celebrate when the Church is at its best
 In song, scripture, and ritual we proclaims the heart 
of what we believe and celebrate through the year. 
We gather to reflect on the central reality of faith, 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
These are the “high holy days” of Christianity.

Because of their importance, we are not merely in-
vited. We are all needed to be present as Church.

Holy Thursday
Morning Prayer: 10 am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 pm

Good Friday: March 25
Morning Prayer: 10 am
Passion of the Lord: 3 pm  

Holy Saturday: March 26
Morning Prayer: 10 am 
Immediately following, we will meet to clean and deco-
rate the church. Please lend a helping hand–we can use it.

Easter Vigil: , 7:30 pm
Easter Sunday: March 27, 9 am & 11 am
       (no 7 pm Eucharist)

Rice Bowl - CRS
Hungering to Build Community

We follow Jesus this week on our Lenten 
journey as he enters Jerusalem, a commu-
nity he knew well. CRS Rice Bowl asks us 
to prayerfully enter into our own communities, to find 
those who are hungry and thirsty, those who need our 
help. How does our Lenten journey motivate us to serve 
those we encounter in our daily lives? Visit crsricebowl.
org for more. 

Bring your Rice Bowl Contribution from this Lent to 
the liturgy on Holy Thursday. It will be collected as part 
of the offering for the poor. You may place your contri-
bution in any collection any time after Easter. Please use 
the envelope in the Rice Bowl package (there are some 
in the vestibule. Please convert any change into bills or 
make checks out to St. Thomas More Parish.

Heifer Project
By giving families a hand-
up, not just a hand-out, 
they are empowered to 
turn lives of hunger into 
self-reliance and hope.

Make a donation to purchase animals for needy fami-
lies. You can donate a share of an animal. Forms are in 
the vestibule. Make checks payable to St. Thomas More.  
This will continue our Heifer project until Pentecost.

Preparing for Easter
Compassion
Loving God,
you sent Jesus, who reveals your glory,
to pay the price for our sins
so that we might share in eternal life.
On the night he was betrayed,
he remained obedient to your will and,
humbling himself, was led to the Cross.
Even in the midst of his arrest,
he showed compassion by healing the servant.
Show us compassion when we abandon you.
Heal our suffering, which can lead us to 

deny your majesty.
Grant courage to those who are weak and 

raise up the fallen.
Strengthen our love for you so that
our hearts and minds may remain focused 

on Christ’s Paschal Mystery
and forever delight in his triumph over death.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Feasting ...  then Fasting .... then Easter Feasting again




