
Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Mail: P.O. Box 286

Convent Station, NJ 07961
GPS: 4 Convent Rd. 

Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

 
Parish Office Hours

Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm

Other times & days, 
call to see if office 

is open.

www.stmnj.org

St. Thomas More 
Catholic Parish

Convent Station, N J
973-267-5330  •  www.stmnj.org

november 20, 2016                Feast of Christ the King



As a faith community, we keep in 
mind who have asked us to pray for 
them, that they may experience the 
healing power of our gracious God. 

Special requests for prayers at 
liturgy and donations made in honor of loved ones. 
These intentions and names of our sick are noted 
on the Gifts Table in the Remembrance Book and 
on the Weekly Sheet.

What’s Happening This Week?
Today
 Women’s Guild Cake Sale

Weekend of Remembrance
Special Collection for Catholic 

Home Missions & Archdio-
cese for Military Services.

Thursday - Thanksgiving
 Liturgy move to 9 am
Next Sunday
 No Rel. Ed..
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild will hold its Christmas 

luncheon, Dec 7, 12.30 at Serenade, Chatham. $40. 
RSVP Pat Briscoe 973 267-8276 or Bridie Murphy 
973 539-5008. All are welcome

Parish Weekend of Remembrance
We will remember parishioners and loved ones 

at our liturgies on the weekend of November 20. 
Please invite the families of parishioners who have 
died this past year, and anyone else you wish. This 
year the main remembering mass is at 9 am. 

Shop with iGive
Do you shop online? Have you ever seen  an 

iGive symbol on your browser? Through iGve 
about 3% of what you spend at about 1,700 online 
stores is donated to charities. St Thomas More 
Church is one of those recipients. Last month we 
received $11.52 just from one person’s purchases at 
Amazon. STM will receive $5 bonus for every new 
person who signs up for STM as their cause. Check 
it out: <http://tinyurl.com/STMiGive>.

Stewardship of Treasure
Last week: $5152
Monthly collection: $2444

Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Question for the Week
For Adults:
F ollowing  the example  of Jesus, 
what  is the best way to exercise 
your authority over others?
For Children:
What  qualities would  a good  
leader  have? Which of these are 
you trying to develop?

Thanksgiving Table Prayer

Lord God,
our hearts 
are crowded 
with gratitude
as we celebrate 
the feast of 
Thanksgiving.

We have come
 to this our feasting table
with great joy and eagerness,
for we are truly grateful to you, 
 our God,
for all that we have been given.
We pause and, in silent prayer,
thank you for the great generosity 

of your gifts.

We also thank one another for gifts 
especially gifts of love and affection
that we have freely shared.

We are thankful for all  
who are present at this our feast

as well as for all those who have 
labored in love in order to bring 
this dinner to our table.

May you, our God, bless this
Thanksgiving feast
and all of us who shall share it
in your holy name. Amen.

Prayer by Fr. Edward Hays



These daily scripture 
reflections are on the website 
under “Faith Formation.” A 
few ‘hard’ copies are in the 
vestibule as well. Download 
an app for daily reflections at: 
http://www.takefiveforfaith.

These daily scripture 
reflections are on the website 
under “Faith Formation.” A 
few ‘hard’ copies are in the 
vestibule as well. Download 
an app for daily reflections at: 
http://www.takefiveforfaith.
com/mobile-app

Join the Club
Next gathering of Thom’s 

Supper Club is December 
8, 5 pm at Charlie Brown’s, 
Chatham. Try to make it this 
month. Call Joan Cummings 
at 973-377-6708 if you are 
interested so she can make 
reservations. Great way to 
make new friends. Fun time to 
celebrate the season with old 
friends.

Adoption Law Changes
As of Jan. 1, adoptees and 

certain relatives can obtain a 
copy of their original birth cer-
tificate without a court order. 
The certificate will include 
the names of birth parents 
who placed them for adoption 
unless a birth parent requests 
their name be omitted.

Birth parents who wish to 
preserve their privacy must 
submit a Redaction Request 
Form to the NJ Dept of Health 
no later than Dec. 31.

Parish on a Journey
    The Year ends, not our work

The Year of Mercy comes to an end today. The Holy Doors 
opened in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome will close, we also close 
another liturgical year. Yet, though the doors close, mercy 
will live on. In introducing the year, Pope Francis wrote, “How 
much I desire that the year to come will be steeped in mercy, 
so that we can go out to every man and woman, bringing the 
goodness and tenderness of God! May the balm of mercy 
reach everyone, both believers and those far away, as a sign 
that the Kingdom of God is already present in our midst!” 

This month, by means of an election, our nation offered 
executive power to a new president. This week he began  to 
announce people with whom he wished to share this power. 
Today we acclaim one, not as president but King, not of a 
nation, but of all time and timelessness. For Jesus is a sover-
eign whose throne is the world, who refers to his citizens, not 
as subjects but friends. Rather than levying taxes and fines 
he offers mercy and compassion, forgiveness and justice. 
He encircles himself, not with the famous or the rich and 
powerful but instead, he encircles and embraces, the poor 
and the lost, the suffering and disenfranchised. The law of 
this leader is more of an invitation, come, see and do likewise 
— feed the hungry, tend to the poor, clothe the naked, bind 
the wounds of both the sick and the forgotten, lift up the 
lowly and empower the helpless. In today’s Gospel we hear 
his hope, “share this life with me and likewise, share eternity 
with me.” It is a promise of blessing, but a blessing not just 
in the future but already begun. Shakespeare explained it in 
different words. “The quality of mercy is not strained ... it is 
twice blest; It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.”

As we end this Year of Mercy as a parish and individu-
als, may we never stop being a people, a Church of mercy, 
embracing the strangers, feeding those who hunger in many 
ways, actively searching for the lost on the highways and in 
our midst. May we embody the words of St. Paul who recog-
nized that he became most strong when he shucked his own 
power and was empowered by Jesus, the one who offers 
mercy, the one who calls us to be people of mercy. 
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Today’s Readings
2 Samuel 5:1 3; Colossians 1: 12 20; Luke 23:35-43

Salvation offered on a Cross
•	The two books of Samuel describe a time 

early in Jewish history when the 12 tribes 
were forming one nation under a single 
king.	After	the	death	of	Saul,	their	first	
king, the tribes decided upon a successor, 
as we will hear in this reading. 

•	In our age of space travel, there is some-
times speculation about Christ’s place in 
the wider universe, particularly if life were 
found on other planets. Today’s passage 
quotes an early Christian hymn which 
describes the kingship of Christ in cosmic 
terms. 

•	It is precisely by remaining on the cross, 
then, that Jesus proves that he is a “King” 
who can save himself and others. We be-
come part of the kingdom of Jesus when 
we	humbly	“lose	our	lives”	in	selfless	
service of others in order to save them. 

What’s on our 
Website this 
Week?
‘Events,’ ‘News’ and other columns are 
constantly changing. More up to date 
than our bulletin.  
     Don’t forget to check out the website.




