
St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish
Convent Station, NJ
973-267-5330  •  www.stmnj.org
Seventh Sunday of Easter

As a faith community, we keep in mind who have asked us to pray for 
them, that they may experience the healing power of our gracious God. 
Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in honor of 
loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are noted on the Table 
in the Remembrance Book and on 
the Weekly Sheet.

PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S 
LITURGY

Pentecost

First Reading: Acts 2: 1- 11 
Pentecost was a Jewish feast that 

celebrated the beginning of the harvest. 
It took place 50 days after the feast of 
Passover.Jewish pilgrims came to Jeru-
salem from all over the ancient world 
for the celebration. Today we hear how 
Pentecost became a Christian feast..

Second Reading: Galatians 5: 1 - 25
In concluding his letters, St. Paul always 

had a section instructing his converts 
about the correct way to live as Christians. 
Today’s passage comes near the end of his 
letter to the Galatians who lived in what is 
today central Turkey. Paul offers a sharp 
contrast between life in the flesh (meaning: 
life prone to sin) and life in the Spirit.

.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

Who needs you to pray for them 
this week, as Jesus prayed for his 
disciples?

For Children:
Who will you pray for this week?
 

            Seventh Sunday of Easter
Wanted: Desktop Publishing Person

Someone with desktop publishing skills who can help publish the bulletin each 
week. Right now we are using Adobe InDesign. A few hours a week. Can work 
from home. There is a stipend for this work. Those interested, contact Fr. Joe at  
jfarias@stmnj.org.

Youth Pilgrimage to our Cathedral
Sunday, June 10, 2:30-6 pm. An afternoon with Bishop Serratelli and other high 
school youth in the diocese. Informative and Fun. Call the office for info. .

Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild will hold its meeting on May 22, 7 pm with a play written by 
Norma  Mortiimer  “Byron At Rest” ice cream will be served.  All are welcome.

Prayer for all who Mother   (by Victoria Weinstein, US Catholic
The life-giving ones, Who heal with their presence
Who listen in sympathy, Who give wise advice . . . but only when asked for it.
We are grateful for all those who have mothered us
Who have held us gently in times of sorrow
Who celebrated with us our triumphs--no matter how small
Who noticed when we changed and grew, 
 who praised us for taking risks,  who took genuine pride in our success, 
 and who expressed genuine compassion when we did not succeed.
On this day that honors Mothers, let us honor all mothers, men and women alike 
who from somewhere in their being have freely and wholeheartedly given life, 
and sustenance, and vision to us.

Dear God, Mother and Father of us all,
grant us life-giving ways strength for 
birthing, and a nurturing spirit
that we may take attentive care of our 
world, our communities, and those 
precious beings  entrusted to us by biology, 
or by destiny, or by friendship, fellowship, 
or fate.
Give us the heart of a mother today.

Connect with us 
via 

FLOCKNOTE
Text STMNJ to 84576 
 or visit flocknote.com/STMNJ

  We        love having you 
	 	 	 		as	part	of	our		flock

May 13, 2018



What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Mother’s Day
 Pound A Week 
 Clorthing Collection

Tuesday
 Women’s Guild, 7 pm.

Next Sunday
 Rel. Ed.

Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Stewardship of Treasure
Collection: $5,185

Sign up Today for electronic giving at  
<www.stthommore.weshareonline.org> or at 
the top of our website.

Presiders - May 20
5 PM  Fr. Joe Davis
9 AM  Abbot Richard
11 AM  Fr. Joe Farias
7 PM  Fr. Joe Farias

HomeTouch Bulletins
Take a Hometouch Bulletin to a home bound 
person. Bulletins are on the desk at the 
church entrance doors. 

Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Mail: P.O. Box 286

Convent Station, NJ 07961
GPS: 4 Convent Rd. 

Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

 
Parish Office Hours

Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm

Other times & days, 
call to see if office 

is open.

www.stmnj.org

 

Ch-Ch-Changes
David Bowie’s “Changes” was a most popular song in 1974 and it was appropriate as it 
was playing on my car radio one morning before dawn. I was in line for what seemed 
like hours, waiting to get rationed gas in order to drive to NJ for my deacon ordination. 
Changes were happening in the world and in my life. I was leaving school and entering 
the work world in ways different from my peers (save those in the military). Instead of 
applying for a job, I would be assigned to a parish blindly. Now, people would see me 
differently, not necessarily as Joe who craves anonymity, but a member of the clergy. 

The world was also changing. On the other side of the world, Indian women made the 
news, using their bodies to protest the destruction of trees, giving rise to the Chipko 
Movement. Hank Aaron tied Babe Ruth’s home run record and became a hit, along 
with the newly acclaimed author, Stephen King and young pop group. ABBA. Of course, 
changes never stop. The IRA bombing of Parliament and the resignation of Richard 
Nixon in 1974 were only two of many more physical and political explosions which still 
continue. The only thing that remains the same, is that there will always be changes. 

A change happened in our parish family and again in my life nine years ago when I 
joined the parish as its third chief minister. St. Thomas More parish experienced the 
death of Fr. Arthur; I was leaving my primary ministry to people under twenty-five, over 
a span of thirty-five years. During these nine years, I tried to share a vision of church as 
community, based on the 15th chapter of John’s Gospel, “I call you friends” and Church 
as communion envisioned at Vatican II. I also tried to preach the challenging message 
of Jesus in the Gospels, and the connection of the liturgy with a commitment to justice. 
I also believed that every family deserved to share ice cream at times!

After nine years as part of this parish family, I will be moving this summer, back to 
ministering to young adults. Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT invited me to join 
them as chaplain. While it was not an easy decision, I thought this change might be 
best for the parish and me personally. Three ministers in fifty years does not allow for 
a variety of talents. The changed age and number of parishioners is noticeable and it is 
an opportune time for a new pastor to lead the parish through another change. While I 
acknowledge many talents, management is not one of them but is needed as the parish 
(and hopefully) with a parish  center. 

There is also an incredibly important need in the Church to minister to young adults 
at this time. Pope Francis emphasized this when he called for a special world meeting 
of bishops scheduled for this fall. While it would be very comfortable for me to skate 
into retirement by remaining here, skating is not my lifestyle. I accepted Sacred Heart’s 
invitation and Bishop Serratelli has been generous to allow me to minister in this way 
and to find the best next chief minister for our parish family. I will be here until the 
end of June. Somebody asked how I was going to say good-bye. While the change may 
be difficult for many of us, it is easier when we remember that we can never say good-
bye to family. 
 JGF






