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First Sunday of Lent February 14,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cava-
naugh, Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Fal-
cone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, William 
Kilminster,Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina 
Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher 
Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
How  willing are you to 
profess your faith in Jesus 
Christ openly  to others? 
Child   

For Children:
Would  you still be able to say 
that you believe in Jesus if 
others  made  fun of you for 
it?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 No Religious Ed
 Pound A Week 
Monthly Clothing Collection
This Week
 Confessions, Mon., 7 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Wed., 7 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Thurs.,9 am
 Parish Pastoral Council, Thurs, 7:30 pm
 Stations of the Cross, Fri., 7 pm

Next Sunday
 Religious Ed.
Women’s Guild, 2/23, 7 pm
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Women’s Guild
The next Womens Gusild meeting is 

Feb 23, 7 pm.  It’s Bingo Night again. 
Please bring two wrapped gifts All are 
welcome .

Ministry to the Homebound
If you know a homebound person who 

would like communion and/or on a regular 
basis, if you are ministering in that way 
OR if you can visit and/or bring com-
munion to a homebound person, please 
fill out the form on the info rack in the 
vestibule.

 
Pizza With the Bishop

Pizza Night with Bishop at Morris 
Catholic, Tues., Mar. 1, 7 pm. Young men 
of high school age are invited to partici-
pate in this evening of prayer, discussion 
and fraternity. Contact the Vocation Of-
fice at 973-777-8818, extension 711 or by 
email at jbrogan@patersondiocese.org.



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

1st Sunday in Lent
Anita Farias,  5 pm
Bruno Tagioferri, 11 am

Ash Wednesday
 8:15:am, 12:10 pm, 7:00 pm

2nd Sunday in Lent
John & Rottie Martin,  5 pm
Bruno Tagioferri, 11 am

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 6057 

Please sign up for electronic giving. 
stthommore.weshareonline.org

Rest in Peace
The funerals of William Kilminster and 

Hugh Enright took place this week. Wil-
liam is the son of Ann Kilminster. May 
they both be borne into eternal bliss. 

From Interfaith Food Bank
Dear Friends from St. Thomas More,

Thank you very much for your 4th 
quarter 2015 donations totaling 714 pounds 
of food. We are always grateful for what 
we receive, and we want to thank you for 
taking the time to think of your neighbors 
in need.

Hungering for Opportunithy 
Our journey with CRS Rice Bowl begins 

in Colombia, where coffee beans are 
changing lives! What actions can we take 
this Lent to change lives—at home and 
around the world? Visit crsricebowl.org for 
more. 

Jesus the Healer
Help promote this Lent program
• Pass out flyers  

(located in the vestibule)
• Organize food for the teen 

presenters
• Advertise in local media and 

to churches and schools

Let us know if you can help.

Who, Where Why, How ...
When and How did Lent Begin?
Pope Urban began the custom ashes at the beginning of Lent in 1091 with a decree 

that characterized Lent primarily as a time of Penance. However, the Second Vatican 
Council restored the even more ancient emphasis to the Lenten season. It was to be a 
time of preparing converts for Baptism; it was also a time for the baptized to repent and 
be reconciled during the Easter Triduum.The emphases was on living more than dying.

Baptism was originally conferred by completely immersing a person in water. It was 
a symbol of dying to an old way of life and emerging with a new life without end. The 
symbol was very effective in the semi arid world of Palestine where few people could 
swim and where sinking below the water’s surface could mean death.

Lent reminds us that we are on a baptismal journey and the rule of  any journey is 
“travel light”.  Fasting and charity are ways we can travel lighter and offer our extras to 
the poor.



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
PO Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

(4  Convent Rd.  Morr istown)
973-267-5330     email:  info@stmnj.org

Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102
Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire@stmnj.org, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary@stmnj.org, ext. 103
Fr. Das Choondassery (in residence), ext. 108

Pray 
for

Peace



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Second Sunday of Lent
First Reading: Genesis 15:5-18

This passage recounts the making of a cov-
enant between God and Abraham. Ancient Near 
E astern people often established a covenant by 
cutting animals in half and setting the halves op-
posite each other. The participants then walked in 
the blood flowing between the halves, establish-
ing a blood relationship. But the covenant we will 
hear about involves God, who will participate in a 
more dramatic way.

Second Reading: Philippians  3:17-4:1
 The ancient city of Philippi was located in 
what is today northeastern Greece. Paul’s com-
munity of converts at Philippi was especially dear 
to him. In this section of his letter to them, Paul is 
upset   but not with them. He has heard that false 
teachers have come to the community, teaching 
that Jewish food laws and the rite of circumcision 
applied even to Christians.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13

Calling Out to God in Lent
Suggested Reflection Questions

• After a long enslavement and exile, Moses exhorts 
the people to remember God’s goodness when they 
called out in distress. They are to show gratitude for 
deliverance by offering the first of their harvest to 
God. Is there a time when you had a clear sense God 
answered your call for help? What “first fruits” can 
you offer to God as a sign of your gratitude this Lent? 

• The psalmist sings that all who trust in God will be 
sheltered by God’s care. God will answer when we 
call. As a community built on trust in God, we are 
obliged to call out for the sake of all who suffer. Who 
needs our voice? Who needs prayers? Who needs us 
to cooperate with God’s mercy on their behalf? 

• Jesus is led into the desert for prayer and fasting. The 
devil tempts him with comfort and power. He rejects this. 
He does NOT call out to God.  What is the significance of 
Jesus not asking God to remove the hardship of his fast? 
Read further in the passage. Who does God send to 
Jesus? What does this show us about God’s faithfulness? 
 

Parish on a Journey

St. Patrick Day 
Party

Saturday, March 19
6 - 10 pm

VFW Hall
Morris Plains

GET 
READY

$30 
per 

person

Run & Tell Everyone

If you give us their emails, 
we'll send them Evites!





This Week in Lent

Hungering for the Journey

Join nearly 14,000 Catholic com-
munities across the U.S.—in a Lenten 
journey with Rice Bowl. Pick up your 
family’s rice bowl in the vestibule, and 

don’t forget to download the CRS Rice Bowl app! Re-
member, what you give up for Lent changes lives. Bowls 
are collected on Holy Thursday..

 
Six Minutes a Day For Lent 

This small black booklet of prayers and reflections for 
the Lenten Season, based on the writings of the late Bish-
op Untener of Saginaw. MI has become a popular staple 
throughout the country. Bishop Untener’s goal was to help 
people find six minutes of quiet time each day during Lent 
and work through the booklet one day at a time. 

The Little Purple Books are available for children.
For those who wish to do so, we are inviting people to 

make a donation of $1 for the hungry. These donations 
can be placed in the poorbox, which is now the candle 
safe at St. Thomas More Statue in the vestibule. There are 
LARGE PRINT copies but they cost $7 each. 

What should I do ?
During Lent we should practice the three disciplines of 

prayer, fasting and charity. These practices offer us all op-
portunities to grow in faith and in love for God. 

Having Mercy 
A way to  respond to Pope Francis conviction that God 

is a God of all mercy and that we respond to God’s mercy 
by living mercy in our own lives. 

A program with examples, Scripture, and questions for 
discussion and sharing to help find pathways to understand 
and live Mercy more fully in our lives. 

Two oppotunities to be part of this program: Wednes-
day evenings at 7 pm and Thursday mornings at 9 am.

Heifer International
We are bringing Heifer Internatl’s 

mission back this lent. Look for the 
materials next week.Help end hunger 
and poverty by giving families a 
hand-up, not just a hand-out, and empower them to turn 
lives of hunger into self-reliance and hope with gifts of 
livestock and training, True Passing on the Gift. 

Back by popular demand. The movies 
are ordered. As soon as they arrive 
we will begin (probably the last three 
weeks of Lent. This year’s focus is 
figures in scripture. Because of full 

schedules, we may have to “brown bag” it this year un-
less we have volunteers to organize the lunch part of the 
program. 

Deliver Us
O saving God,
who led your Chosen People
to a land flowing with milk and honey,
nourish your Church during its Lenten fast
and rescue it from the snares of death.
Lead us out of the desert of temptation
and deliver us from evil when we call upon 

your Holy Name.
May we too, find shelter in you, Almighty 

One of Israel,
so that, saved from distress, we might share 

in the promise of Easter.
Grant us courage when we are faced with 

fear
and faith when confronted by doubt.
May our hearts forever radiate
the joy of Jesus the Christ
and remain steadfast in the face of temptation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Completing this form will be greatly 
appreciated by those in need and 
their families, as well as the volun-
teers currently serving in the Minis-
try and those willing to join. 




