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Fourth Sunday of Lent March 6,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cava-
naugh, Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Fal-
cone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, William 
Kilminster,Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina 
Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher 
Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
When  have you been  gen-
erous  enough  to forgive 
someone who  hurt you 
deeply?

For Children:
Is there  someone you need  
to forgive or ask forgiveness 
of?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Religious Ed
 Pound A Week 
 Central & Eastern Europe Collection
This Week
 Confessions, Mon., 7 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Wed., 7 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Thurs.,9 am
 Film on Friday, Fri. noon
 Jesus the Healer, Fri., 8 pm

Next Sunday
 Religious Ed.
 Monthly Cothing Collection

Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Coming
 Women’s Guild, March 15, 1 pm
. Patrick’s Day Party, Mar. 19

Caregiver Conference
An event with three workshops:
*Food Choices for Healthy Bodies, 

Minds and Finances
*Tips for Financial Caregiving*
*Are You Legally Prepared?   

Sat. April 2, 8:30am-1pm, St. John Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church, 60 N. Jefferson 
Rd., Whippany.

Womens Guild 
The Womens Guild will hold its Meet-

ing on March 15 at 1 pm. lunch.  All are 
welcome 

Shroud of Turin Presentation
Mar. 9, 7:30-9 pm, St. Paul Inside 

the Walls: Registration: : http://inside-
thewalls.org/shrouded-in-mystery



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Fifth Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21
This section of the book of Isaiah contains the 

words of a prophet who addressed God’s people 
exiled in Babylon (located in modern day Iraq). 
He encourages them that one day they will be free 
to return home to Jerusalem. This journey will be 
through the desert, but God will transform this 
barren wasteland to ease their passage home.

Second Reading: Philippians  3:8-14
 The city of Philippi was located in what 
is today northeastern Greece, a country 
where,Olympic type games were popular. Paul 
draws upon this image to motivate the people to 
keep pressing forward in their spiritual growth.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15:1-32

Encountering God around our Tables
Suggested Reflection Questions

• After a long desert exile, Joshua leads the people into 
the Promised Land. No longer will they need manna 
from heaven. They can gather the fruit and grain of 
Canaan and begin to cultivate the land. Has anyone 
in your life provided you with “manna” — nourish-
ing food which you might not have been able to 
acquire on your journey? Do you remember a time 
when you received nourishment from meals lovingly 
prepared by your parents when you were a kid, care 
packages from family in college, your church food 
bank or government assistance programs when times 
were tough, a friend or spouse treating you to/cook-
ing you a nice dinner after a particularly rough day? If 
you can, feed someone on their journey this week. 

• Both Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians and the 
Gospel of Luke speak about reconciliation. Lent is a time 
of repairing broken relationships, forgiving past offenses, 
and doing the work of transformation within ourselves. 
Who do you need to forgive? Consider breaking bread 
with those people this Lent. 
 

Parish on a Journey
The Chrism Mass

The Chrism Mass happens once a year in each 
diocese.  If you’ve never celebrated it, you’re missing 
one of the most solemn and significant liturgies of our 
church. During the Mass, the bishop blesses the oil 
of catechumens, oil of the sick, and oil of chrism, for   
adult catechumens and infants, for anointing the sick, 
and the last for baptism, confirmation, ordination, and 
consecration of altars. All three are olive oil; chrism 
spices the air with the scent of a perfume, traditionally 
balsam. 

Bishops have blessed oil ever since the early church. 
They baptized catechumens at the Easter Vigil and 
prepared chrism fresh for the occasion. While blessing 
chrism, they blessed the other oils as well. Evetually 
the oils were blessed Holy Saturday morning and then 
when eucharist was no longer allowed on that dahy, at 
the latest possible celebration, which was Holy Thurs-
day. In 1955 we added a separate Mass earlier in the 
day for that purpose, the Mass of Chrism. Now it may 
be celebrated on a different day in Holy Week so that 
more people may attend. 

The bishop is the only minister who may consecrate  
chrism. This Mass highlights his ministry and our union 
with him. In recent years, this Mass may also acknowl-
edged the ministry of priests. The Mass of Chrism 
gathers the whole diocese to prepare for celebrations 
of Christ in all our churches throughout the year.”





Preparing for Easter
Seeking Forgiveness
God, rich in mercy and full of compassion,
you give life to your followers.
We give thanks for your abundant care for us.
When we sin, we turn from you and dwell 

in darkness,
but you patiently await our return to your arms.
Rescue us from the pleasures that lead us 

astray.
Give us courage to seek forgiveness
so that we may be welcomed into your 

household
and share in the banquet you have prepared.
When we cry out to you, O Lord,
you hear us and we rejoice in your mercy.
May our sharing in the feast of life
lead us to love others generously.
Grant that we may always taste the good-

ness of the Lord.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Holy Ravioli! The Vatican’s Favorite Recipes
 

So... what does the pope eat? If you offer him 
empanadas and dulce de leche, he’ll follow you 
everywhere. Last year, he said that if he had only 
one wish, it would be to travel unrecognized to 
a pizzeria and have a slice — or two or three. In 
other words, when it comes to eating, Pope Francis 
loves comfort food as much as the next person. 
You might even have a chance to share the pope’s 
favorite meals.

In this season of fasting, food seems to be the 
talk of the town in the Vatican. The Vatican Cook-
book will be released in english next month. The 
book was an idea of a one-time chef who is now 
a Swiss Guard. The book will 
contain recipes of favorite 
foods of the various figures in 
Vatican City. This includes a 
recipe for eggplant mozzarella 
with ingredients that come 
from the Vatican dairy and veg-
etable farm. Look for the book 
and eat with the popes!. . 

           Empanadas á la Francisco    

St. Patrick’s 
   Day Party
        

             March 19
     6.00—10.00 pm
Ticket price still $30
kids under 15 Free

Drinks $5
VFW Hall
14 Tabor Rd., Morris Plains.

Reservation envelopes 
                  in vestibule
                or on WeShare 
   Of Course
   We Want
     You
     There!



Rice Bowl - CRS
Hungering for a Healthy Start

The next stop on our CRS Rice 
Bowl journey is the African nation 
of Rwanda, where we’re reminded 
to care for the unborn. This week we 
pray for pregnant mothers, that they 
may have the medical and nutritional support they need 
to raise healthy, thriving children. Visit crsricebowl.org 
for more.  Visit crsricebowl.org for more. Bowls are col-
lected on Holy Thursday. 

CRS’ mobile app offers daily reflections sent directly to 
your phone during Lent. Learn about this year’s featured 
countries, prepare simple meals, all from your phone! 
Available at www.CRSRiceBowl.org/app.

Having Mercy 
A way to  respond to Pope Francis’ 
conviction that God is a God of all 
mercy and that we respond to God’s 
mercy by living mercy in our own 
lives. 

A program with examples, 
Scripture, and questions for dis-
cussion to help find pathways to 

understand and live Mercy more fully in our lives. 
Two opportunities to be part of this program: Wednes-

day evenings at 7 pm and Thursday mornings at 9 am.

Confessions on Mondays of Lent
Confessions are heard in most 

churches in the area on the Mon-
days of Lent. There are confessions 
at STM on the Mondays of March, 
beginning at 7 pm. . The parish 
Reconciliation Service, celebrating 
the communal nature of both sin 
and reconciliation will take place 
on Monday March 14 at 7 pm.  

Film on Friday
Peter and Paul is a mini-series, 

starring Anthony Hopkins and 
Robert Foxworth. The two most 
important figures of the founding 
of the Christian Church are con-
sidered to be Peter and Paul. Since 

this is a three hour series, it will be divided over three 
weeks: Friday Feb., 26, Mar. 4 & Mar. 11. Since Fridays 
are meet less, we will provide drinks, pizza and either 
salad or soup. If we find a suitable film for another week, 
we will extend it. 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday, 7 pm

 

The Heifer Project Almsgiving Opportunity
Heifer International works to end hunger and poverty 

and care for the earth. By giving families a hand-up, not 
just a hand-out, they are empowered to turn lives of hunger 
into self-reliance and hope.

With gifts of livestock and training, families improve 
nutrition and generate income in sustainable ways. Fami-
lies agree to give one animal offspring to another family 
in need. True Passing on the Gift – a cornerstone of the 
Heifer International mission, an ever-expanding network of 
hope and peace.

Make a donation 
to purchase animals 
for needy families. 
You can also donate 
a share of an animal, 
begin at $10. There 
are forms in the ves-
tibule. Make checks payable to St. Thomas More. We will 
send one big check to Heifer International when Easter 
arrives, bringing resurrection or new life in the form of 
livestock to many poor families around the globe. You 
can also make your contributions electronically at www.
stthommore.weshareonine.org. 

Easter and Pre-Easter Dates

Lenten Penance 
Service: Tuesday, 
March 14, 7 pm

Sunday 
of the Passion (Palm 
Sunday): March 20

Chrism Mass: 
Monday, March 21, 
7 pm  (see inset -      
Parish on a Journey)

Triduum Schedule

Holy Thursday: March 24
Morning Prayer: 10 am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: March 24, 7 pm

Good Friday: March 25
Morning Prayer: 10 am
Passion of the Lord: 3 pm

Holy Saturday: March 26
Morning Prayer: 10 am 

Easter Vigil: , 7:30 pm

Easter Sunday: March 27, 9 am & 11 am
 (no 7 pm Eucharist)

Feasting ...  then Fasting .... then Easter Feasting again



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

4th Sunday in Lent
Rottie Martine,  5 pm
Gerard Schroer, 9 am 
Ryan Peel, 11 am
Hugh Enrightl, 7 pm

James Mongey (health) – Tues..
Carol Brandt — Wed.
Marco Liang— Thurs.
Anna Picatello—Sat.

5th Sunday in Lent
Gerard Schroer, 9 am 
Joseph Murphy 11 am
Hugh Enrightl, 7 pm

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 6,190
Feb. Online Contributions: $1,230
 

Please sign up for electronic giving. 
stthommore.weshareonline.org

Recognizing Scouts on March 13
Each year, Scouting recognizes that there 

is most often a faith dimension in the lives 
of scouts.  The National Catholic Commit-
tee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire, and the 
National Catholic Committee on Scout-
ing provide programs to integrate a young 
person’s catholic formation with her and his 
scouting experience. Fr. Joe was fortunate to 
have been on one of these committees as they 
were developing national religious awards for 
scouting. Michael Pizzimenti has participated 
in the Light of Christ program and we are 
honored Present him with his emblem at the 
9 am mass on March 13. There are a number 
of scouts and leaders in this parish. We invite 
them all to this liturgy in support of Michael 
and the value of Scouting in a young person’s 
life. Anyone who would like to participate on 
this day should contact Fr. Joe.

Who, Where Why, How ...
What’s so important about the Easter Vigil?
Sunday Eucharist is the only liturgy older than the Easter Vigil. This liturgy cel-

ebrates the passage from death to life. Beginning in darkness, the fire is lit, the Easter 
candle is lighted and the Easter proclamation announced Christ, the Light of the Word 
is risen. The several scriptures remind us that God has loved us into freedom and deliv-
erance from the beginning of time. 

In the blaze of light, triumphant music, and Easter filled hearts, the Easter Gospel is 
proclaimed and we the Church welcome its new members through the sacraments of 
Initiation. At the same time, we the already baptized renew our own vows. Easter is the 
most ancient and most appropriate time for Baptism and all the sacraments of Initia-
tion.  This recalls that in Baptism we “died and were buried with Christ” and raised 
with him to newness of life. The Vigil continues with the liturgy of the Eucharist and 
completes the sacred Three Days or Triduum, rejoicing with the risen Lord!



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
PO Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

(4  Convent Rd.  Morr istown)
973-267-5330     email:  info@stmnj.org

www.stmnj.org
Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102
Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire@stmnj.org, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary@stmnj.org, ext. 103
Fr. Das Choondassery (in residence), ext. 108




