
Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Mail: P.O. Box 286

Convent Station, NJ 07961
GPS: 4 Convent Rd. 

Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

 
Parish Office Hours

Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm

Other times & days, 
call to see if office 

is open.

www.stmnj.org
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As a faith community, we keep in 
mind who have asked us to pray for 
them, that they may experience the 
healing power of our gracious God. 

Special requests for prayers at 
liturgy and donations made in honor of loved ones. 
These intentions and names of our sick are noted 
on the Gifts Table in the Remembrance Book and 
on the Weekly Sheet.

What’s Happening This Week?
Sunday
 Pound A Week 
	 Gala	Raffle	Ticket	Sale
Wed. - Pastoral Council, 7pm
Thurs. - Pastoral Council, 7pm

Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild will hold its Octoberfest on 

Oct. 25, 7 pm. Games and food with a very short 
meeting. A good  time to be had by all. All welcome.

Wedding Jubilee
Diocesan celebration for couples married in 

1966 or 1991. Celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding 
Anniversary with the Church of Paterson and Bish-
op Serratelli at St. Peter’s, Parsippany Sun. Nov. 6, 
4	pm.	Contact	the	parish	office	by	Mon.	Oct,	24.	

Thom’s Supper Club
Thom’s Supper Club will begin meeting again 

in Nov. Supper outing for single and re-singled 
people. Contact Joan Cummings, 973-377-6708.

LOOKING :-)
Join	one	of	our	counting	teams	either	on	Mon-

day mornings or Sunday after the 11 am mass. We 
are looking for a minimum of 5 teams so that teams 
will be scheduled a maximum of once a month. 
We are required to do a background check (without 
fingerprinting)	and	we	cover	the	costs.	

PLEASE...
Bringclothing only on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month. We have no place to store clothing.  

Stewardship of Treasure
Last week: $5637
Monthly:	$1842

Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Saturday, October 29

Bus Leaves at 5:45 pm

Question for the Week
For Adults:
Whose needs might you be failing 
to listen to right now?
For Children:
How  often  do you put off chores 
until you are forced  to do them? 
Who  is hurt by such a decision?

Celtic 
Evening of 
Reflection	
and Song

with Carmel Boyle 
November 3, 2016

7 p.m.
St.	Thomas	More	Church



These daily scripture 
reflections	are	on	the	website	
under “Faith Formation.” A 
few ‘hard’ copies are in the 
vestibule as well. Download 
an	app	for	daily	reflections	at:	
http://www.takefiveforfaith.

The Challenge of Voting, the Challenge of Gospel.
Every four years, we are faced with important questions: For whom will I vote? What Values 

affect my choices? What impact does the Gospel have on these choices? Each year, we have 
new	challenges	in	society	and	Church.	We	can’t	ignore	this	i	Jubilee	Year	of	Mercy	or	125th	
anniversary of Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical on the Rights and Duties of Capital and Labor.

We’ve heard the political campaigns, perhaps more than we want. Voting is not only a right; 
it’s a responsibility. Election outcomes will impact our lives and on the lives of many others, 
whom the gospel calls “our neighbors.” As christians, we have an obligation to listen to those 
running	for	office,	to	reflect	on	our	own	values,	to	recognize	the	needs	of	our	neighbors	and	to	
allow the scriptures and our faith inform and challenge us. 

Do we vote for someone because they belong to our committed party or because they belong 
to a particular ethnicity or gender or economic class? Do we vote because of gospel teachings 
about	life	and	society?	Our	life	decisions	in	life	are	influenced	by	many	factors,	and	so	is	our	
voting.	But	we	should	always	make	sure	that	the	Gospel	is	a	major	influence	in	our	decisions,	
lifestyle, our worldview and our voting. 

Catholic Social Teaching, expounded by popes, bishops and theologians, is Jesus’ vision ap-
plied	to	social,	economic,	and	political	issues.	Making	decisions	in	light	of	gospel	values	guides	
us in our personal lives and in our decision making about politicians and their platforms. The 
U.S. bishops help us but re-issuing and revising statements on political responsibility. 

Bishops, popes and Vatican II have stressed the many ssues impacted by the gospel. These are 
national and international issues such as human dignity, work and economic development, the 
common good, justice, and war and peace.

In an article on Voting Responsibility, Fr. Kenneth R. Overberg, retired heologian at Xavier 
U.	points	out	five	overlapping	themes	rooted	in	Scripture,	often	addressed	by	Pope	Francis.

1.The value of human life is the foundation and core of Catholic Teaching. All are created in 
God’s image and so are both sacred and social. This includes the unborn and elderly, children 
dying from hunger, innocent teens killed from bombs, immigrants and refugees who are often 
abused,	victims	of	terrorism,	wars,	violence,	drug	trafficking	and	abuse	of	the	environment.	

2. Catholic Social Teaching has constantly stressed labor and economic development since 
Pope	Leo	XIII	in	1891.	Unjust	wages,	unsafe	working	conditions,	child	(and	adult)	slavery	were	
his concern, re-stressed by Pope Benedict and evident in Pope Francis’ preaching and actions. 

3. The Common Good is aclosely connected third concern. Food, shelter, clothing, rights to 
education, healthcare, freedom to live, act, speak and worship are all critical dimensions.
4.	Justice	recognizes	that	all	humans	share	a	common	dignity,	rights	and	responsibilities.	

Chasms between rich and poor lead to intolerable living conditions, starvation, bigotry, hate and 
discrimination. Justice demands inclusivity, respect, and equality of individuals and groups. 

5. In 1967 Paul VI announced, “If you want peace work for justice.” John XXlII’s “Peace on 
Earth”	emphasized	human	dignity,	rights,	and	duties	as	the	only	possible	foundation	for	peace.	
Peace is not merely an international concern. We’ve witnessed blood 
shed on our streets, schools and even theatres. The Gospel call to 
peace is in our families, cities, neighborhoods and countries. 

These Gospel concerns are all interwoven. This holistic gospel 
challenges our living and voting. Our bishops remind us an informed 
conscience pertains both to our booths, both confessional and voting. 

In his article, Fr. Overberg challenges his readers to “Dig Deeper.” To 
Look: What values have informed my political choices in the past? 
To Judge: What weight will I give my gospel commitment when I 
vote this year? To Act: Which corporal work of mercy can I both 
practice and learn more about in this Holy Year of Mercy? To Vote. 
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Today’s Readings
Exodus 17:8-13; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2; Luke 18:1-8

God’s Righteous Justice 

• The reading from Exodus chronicles the victory of 
a small, besieged nation over an encroaching army 
with the help of God. How do we find the holy in 
a text that celebrates a leader and his people being 
“mowed down by the edge of the sword”? 

• Paul writes to Timothy that Scripture equips 
us “for every good work.” How does Scripture 
prepare us and “train us for righteousness?” 
How does this relate to the reading of Scripture 
at Mass? 

• In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the dis-
honest judge. The persistence and the ferocity with 
which the widow seeks justice from him finally cause 
him to grant it to her. What is Jesus teaching us about 
God, the merciful and loving judge? How are we to 
seek justice?

Did you know there is more informa-
tion, news and event advertisement on 
our website than in our bulletin? Check 
out ‘Events,’ ‘News’ and other columns 
to keep up to date. Set your browser to 
www. stmnj.org.




