
Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Mail: P.O. Box 286

Convent Station, NJ 07961
GPS: 4 Convent Rd. 

Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

 
Parish Office Hours

Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm

Other times & days, 
call to see if office 

is open.

www.stmnj.org

St. Thomas More 
Catholic Parish

Convent Station, N J
973-267-5330  •  www.stmnj.org

october 23, 2016        30th Sunday in Ordinary Time



As a faith community, we keep in 
mind who have asked us to pray for 
them, that they may experience the 
healing power of our gracious God. 

Special requests for prayers at 
liturgy and donations made in honor of loved ones. 
These intentions and names of our sick are noted 
on the Gifts Table in the Remembrance Book and 
on the Weekly Sheet.

What’s Happening This Week?
Sunday
 Pound A Week 
	 Gala	Raffle	Ticket	Sale
Tues. - Women’s Guild, 7 pm
Sat. - Gala, 6 pm

Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild will hold its Octoberfest on 

Oct. 25, 7 pm. Games and food with a very short 
meeting. A good  time to be had by all. All welcome.

Wedding Jubilee
Diocesan celebration for couples married in 

1966 or 1991. Celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding 
Anniversary with the Church of Paterson and Bish-
op Serratelli at St. Peter’s, Parsippany Sun. Nov. 6, 
4	pm.	Contact	the	parish	office	by	Mon.	Oct,	24.	

Thom’s Supper Club
Get ready! Nov.2, Nonna’s, Florham Park, 5 

pm Call Joan Cummings, 973-377-6708 if you 
are coming. Let her know if you need a ride or 
directions. Thom’s Supper club is for people who 
would rather talk with others about trivia rather 
than watching television alone during dinner hour. 
Widows, widowers, all singles are welcome 

LOOKING :-)
Join	one	of	our	counting	teams	either	on	Mon-

day mornings or Sunday after the 11 am mass. We 
are looking for a minimum of 5 teams so that teams 
will be scheduled a maximum of once a month. 
We are required to do a background check (without 
fingerprinting)	and	we	cover	the	costs.	

Stewardship of Treasure
Last week: $5495

Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Saturday, October 29

Bus Leaves at 5:45 pm

Question for the Week
For Adults:
When  have you felt self-satisfied in ob-
serving  the mistakes of others? What 
should we remember at such times?
For Children:
Have you ever thought you were  
better  than  someone else? What  
is the problem with such thoughts?

Celtic 
Evening of 
Reflection	
and Song

with Carmel Boyle 
November 3, 2016

7 p.m.
St.	Thomas	More	Church



These daily scripture 
reflections	are	on	the	website	
under “Faith Formation.” A 
few ‘hard’ copies are in the 
vestibule as well. Download 
an	app	for	daily	reflections	at:	
http://www.takefiveforfaith.

The Democratic Process: We Talk, Argue, Campaign, March, Vote; We Don’t Firebomb
Last	weekend,	someone	threw	a	firebomb	through	the	window	of	a	Republican	party	office	in	

Hillsborough, NC, and spray-painted an adjacent building with a swastika and the words “Nazi 
Republicans	leave	town	or	else.”	The	blaze	did	a	good	deal	of	damage	to	the	inside	of	the	office	
before going out on its own.
Within	hours,	however,	one	Massachusetts	Democrat	took	action	to	raise	money	to	reopen	the	

building.	David	Weinberger	set	up	a	GoFundMe	page	with	the	goal	of	raising	$10,000	to	help	re-
build	the	GOP	office.	On	the	GoFundMe	page,	Weinberger	wrote,	“As	Democrats,	we	are	starting	
this	campaign	to	enable	the	Orange	County,	North	Carolina,	Republican	office	to	reopen	as	soon	
as possible. Until an investigation is undertaken, we cannot know who did this or why. No matter 
the result, this is not how Americans resolve their differences. We talk, we argue, sometimes we 
march, and most of all we vote. We do not resort to violence by individuals or by mobs.”

Within 40 minutes of posting the page, the goal was reached and surpassed, for a total of 
$13,117. At that point, no further donations were accepted. Instead, Weinberger suggested that 
those who still wished to give, contribute to a North Carolina classroom through DonorsChoose.
Among	those	who	appended	comments	to	the	GoFundMe	page	were	some	who	voiced	con-

spiracy theories and others who wanted to argue politics. A few said that the matter should be left 
for insurance coverage to pay for, and there were even a couple of comments from people who 
seemed	to	misunderstand	the	fundraising	effort.	Many	more	comments,	however,	were	support-
ive, as these samples indicate:

“I’m a Democrat but I don’t believe in violence,” wrote one man who made a $25 donation.
Another said, “I lean more towards the conservative side, but want to say that I feel everyone 

involved in this fundraiser is a class act. Thank you for showing everyone that, regardless of po-
litical	affiliations,	we	are	all	Americans	and	we	take	care	of	each	other.”

Still another wrote, “Not a Republican, but we all stand together against such anti-democratic 
violence.”

Even after donations were closed, comments continued. One person wrote “Bravo, folks -- I’m 
sorry I missed the cutoff for donations. This is exactly the necessary and appropriate response.”

Another said, “I am voting for Hillary, but I condemn this violence, and attack on our voting 
process. The people responsible for this must be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. If the 
campaign had not been cut off, I would have donated. I am sorry that this happened to my fellow 
citizens.”

Both the actions and the reaction prompts us to ask to what degree should christians engage in 
political discussions. In what ways should we engage in political discussions with people who 
support a candidate we do not support? What happens if the conversation becomes heated? 
In what ways, if any, should we try to give the views of those we don’t agree with politically a 
fair hearing? To what extent should strong opinions on a single issue, such as abortion or who 
gets to appoint the next Supreme Court justice, affect how we engage with people who see that 
issue differently?

Scripture offers some guidance about our political behavior. 
In	Matthew’s	gospel	we	hear,	“In everything do to others as you 
would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets,” 
from	Jesus’	Sermon	on	the	Mount.	In	the	First	Letter	of	John	(4:20),	
we read, “Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.” Could 
our “brothers and sisters” include the supporters of our candidate’s 
opponent? Something to think about.

adapted from this week’s Wired Word  
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Today’s Readings
Sirach 35:12-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-18; Luke 18:9-14

How to Pray 

• The reading from the Wisdom of Ben Sira 
assures us that “the prayer of the lowly 
pierces the clouds” and it remains before 
the Lord until it is answered. If the cries of 
the poor, oppressed, and vulnerable will 
always be heard and answered by God, 
how are we to respond to them? 

• At the end of this letter to Timothy, Paul 
is coming to terms with his imminent 
martyrdom. He likens himself to an ath-
lete who competed well and will receive 
a crown as his prize. In what ways are we 
called to be like athletes in our life of faith? 
What does it mean to “compete well?” 

• Jesus tells a parable illustrating how we 
should pray. Why does he choose a tax 
collector as an example of righteousness 
in prayer? Why do we need to practice 
humility in prayer?

What’s on our 
Website this 
Week?

• A Retreat at Loyola (an Event)
• Pope Francis on Knowing Jesus (News)
• Villa Walsh Christmas Sale (an Event)
• way to help STM through iGive
• K of C All Souls Day Mass (an Event)
• Lots of Volunteer Opportunities
• Scriptures for each day
• Take Five for Faith for each day
• Lots of Volunteer Opportunities
‘Events,’ ‘News’ and other columns are 
constantly changing. More up to date 
than our bulletin.  
     Do you forget to check the website? 
You can set your browser to automatically 
open to www. stmnj.org. Most browsers  
allow you to change the homepage     
easily. Check it out!




