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Easter Sunday
As a faith community, we keep in mind who have asked us to pray for
them, that they may experience the healing power of our gracious God.
Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in honor of
loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are noted on the Table
in the Remembrance Book and on
the Weekly Sheet.

He has been Raised Up!

April 8, 2018 • Eighth Day of Easter

Why do we call the Resurrection ‘Easter’? (No one really knows)

PREPARING FOR
NEXT WEEK’S
LITURGY

adapted from Emily Sanna, US Catholic

In many Romance languages, the word for the Feast of the Resurrection is tied
directly to Passover: Pâques (French), Pascua (Spanish), and Pascha (Latin).
Paul was the first to connect the risen Christ to Passover. He refers to Jesus as the
paschal lamb, sacrificed for his people’s salvation. Also, Jesus celebrated the Last
Supper with his disciples during Passover. So, where in the world did the word
Easter come from?
Some historians suggest it came from the phrase hebdomada alba, Latin for “white
week,” used to describe the white garments of the newly baptized Christians. In
Old German, the word became esostarum and, eventually, Easter.

The historian, Venerable Bede, writes Easter comes from the goddess Eostre, a
Scandanaviangoddess of fertility and dawn. Over time, early Christians referred
to the Feast by the name of the month—Eosturmonath (now April). This reflects
other customs: Easter eggs and Easter Bunny, are ancient symbols of fertility and
tied to the worship of Eostre.
Another, theory suggests Easter comes from old German for “east,” derived from
a Latin word for “dawn.” In the past, the word easter could mean “to turn toward
the east” and didn’t necessarily have any implied religious meaning.
Historians are never going to figure out exactly where or when Easter was first used.
It is one of the oldest Old English words, in use for over a millennium. Regardless
of its roots, Easter is a time of resurrection and rebirth, a time to celebrate the
risen Christ and God’s promise of eternal life.
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3rd Sunday of Easter
First Reading: Acts
3: 13-19

Chapter three of the Acts of the Apostles
describes how Peter and John healed a
lame man who sat begging each day at
the gate of the temple. The people were
astonished at this miracle. Peter used
the opportunity to give a sermon encouraging the people to believe in Jesus. We
hear a portion of that sermon now.

Second Reading: 1 John 2: 1-5
Each Sunday during this Easter Season,
we are reading from the first letter of John.
Itwas written for the community from
which the fourth Gospel emerged. At the
time, this community was seriously divided. Some members believed that as long
as you had faith in Jesus, it didn’t matter
what you did in daily life. Today’s passage
deals with that issue.
This Week’s Question

For Adults:

What could you do this week to
inspire your family to resemble
the early Christians more closely?

For Children:

What could you and your famly do
to help others who are in need?

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking
Do you know state laws to combat human trafficking? Are local law enforcement
personnel knowledgeable about human trafficking so that they can be effective
resources? Website: sistersagainsttrafficking.org.

Serving the Parish
We are in dire need of eucharistic ministers and lectors. Please serve. Contact the
parish office or email Fr. Joe at jfarias@stmnj.org

Basket Bonanza
April 21 St. Patrick Parish Center, Chatham, 7-11pm. $75. Fellowship, Food & Open Bar

Open House at Morris Catholic High School!
Sunday, May 6, 2-4 pm. Visit the campus, meet faculty, learn about student life from our
Student Ambassadors. Register to attend at <www.morriscatholic.org/OpenHouse/>.

Conference for Family Caregivers
“Plan The Best and Safest Living Situation For Your Loved One.” Sat. April 21, 8:30 12:30pm. Frelinghuysen Arboretum. Workshops focused on appropriate care for loved
ones and the cost of care and options. Complimentary breakfast.

Paper Shredding Event to Benefit the Young, Physically Disabled

What’s Happening?

Sunday

Religious Ed.
Clothing collection
Pound A Week
Next Sunday
Easter Egg Hunt
Every Sunday
Pound A Week

Stewardship
of Treasure

Easter: $ 14,231
March electronic Giving: $ 3357

Sign up Today
for electronic giving
stthommore.weshareonline.org
Or at the top of our website.

HomeTouch Bulletins
Take a Hometouch Bulletin to a home bound
person. Bulletins are on the desk at the
church entrance doors.

Cheshire Home, 9 Ridgedale Ave., Florham Park. Sat. April 14, 9 am - noon, rain or
shine By Security Shredding of Morris Plains. Donation is $5 per standard-size box. All
proceeds will support programs of the Cheshire Home Community Resource Center.

Thank you from Rice Bowl
We changed lives this Lent.Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice Bowl at church.

Today’s Catholic Woman: Feminine, Faithful, Fearless
Sat. April 28, 1– 1 pm. St. Paul Inside the Walls. $25. Cindy Costello, Kate Wicker, Katie
McKenna. < https://insidethewalls.org/womens-conference>.

Organ Recital
As part of the Diocese’s 80th anniversary and the reopening of St. John’s Cathedral.,
Sunday, April 15 at 4 pm. Free-will offering. Free parking in the parking garage across
from the Cathedral. Info: john@peragallo.com.

Your Membership Data
Update birthdays, anniversaries, pictures, email addresses and other info on our
database: <https://stmnj.bythebook.us/co/>. Enter your email address and last name.
Log on after confirmation email. If you don’t see your info, call the office or email
info@stmnj.org to give us your name and email address. It means we have an incorrect
email. Your email address needs to match the one in the database to log in.

Mail: P.O. Box 286
Convent Station, NJ 07961
GPS: 4 Convent Rd.
Morristown, NJ 07960

973-267-5330
See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

Weekly Eucharists

Saturday 5 pm
Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am
Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days
8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Parish Office Hours
Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm
Other times & days,
call to see if office
is open.

www.stmnj.org

